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IV. Farther Remarh upon a Denarius of 
the Veturian Family^ with an Etrufcan 
Infcription on the Reverfe^ formerly con-' 
fidered. In a Letter to Mathew Maty, 
ikf. Z>. Sec, R. S. from the Reverend John 
Swinton, B, D. F. R. S, Cuflos Archho- 
rum of the Univerfity ^Oxford, Member of 
the Academy degli Apatifti at Florence, 
and of the Etrufcan Academy of Cortona 
in Tufcany. 



Ecceivcd June 20, 177a. 
SIR, 

Read Nov. 1$, OOME years fince (i), I offered ray 
t77«« j^ thoughts upon an inedited Samnlte 
denarius, in my fmall colledion, with [See Tab. II. 
n. I.] the Samnite-Etrufcan letters VI VJ" I W, as I 
then apprehended, upon the reverie. But as the two 
laft letters were ill preferved. or rather in part defaced, 
I was not intirely fatisfied with my leftion of the 

(i) Phlhfoph.Tranfiei, Vol, LVIII. jp. 253—261. 
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infcription to which they appertained. I have, 
however, fince met with the [See Tab. IL 
n. 2.] fame coin, finely preferved, in the very 
valuable cabinet of the Reverend and learned 
Dn Milles (*), Dean of Exeter, Prefident of 
the Society of Antiquaries, and Fellow of the 
Royal Society, with three letters, in the room of 
the two fuppofititious ones, upon it, perfe<9:ly 
formed j by the alfiftance of which, I have been 
enabled to give the true reading of the infcription, 
and to arrive, I would flatter myfelf, at a full and 
complete interpretation of it. In order, therefore, 
to redify all former miftakes, arifing from the 
injury received by the three laft elements from 
time, I fliall now beg leave to tranfmit this (hort 
paper to you, to be laid before the Royal Society ; 
not doubting but it will meet with the fame can- 
did acceptance, the fame favourable reception, 
with which my other papers have been honoured, 
through the whole courfe of my correfpondence with 
you and two pf your predeceflbrs, from that very 
learned and moft illuftrious body, 

(^) Towards the clofe of May, I77iy the Dean fent me a 
draught of the Samnite coin confidered in this paper, very ac- 
curately taken; foon after which, the original infcription on 
the reverfe of the medal, by an unlucky accident, was totally 
defaced. However, by the affiftance of the draught fent me, 
and my fimilar coin, on which the remains of the three in- 
jured letters were rendered more vifible, by the help of a 
pretty good glafs, and an attentive comparifon of them with 
the correfpondent elements on the draught the Dean com- 
municated to me, the infcription exhibited by my medal, as 
well as the other given here, approaches the truth as near as 
poffibie» 

IL 
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I am then fully convinced from the Samnite, or 
Samnite-Etrufcun, infcription formerly vifible on 
the reverfe of the Dean's very valuable denarius, 
which I fhall beg leave to connder here, .h« ,he 
.rue legend exhibited by my cci„ is aWH3':'4-l M. 
HI. LVFII, or LWII, MER, equivalent to NI. 
LVFIVS, orLVVIVS, MERRISS, MERRIX, or 
MEDDIX. I fay equivalent to LVFIVS, or LV- 
VI VS, becaufe the Etrufcan, or Samnite-Etrufcan, 
letter 3 is endued with the power of V (a), as well 
as that of F, even (j) on this fpecies of Samnite 
coins J and the Samnite termination II feems fometimes 
at leaft to have anfwered to the Roman, or Latin, IVS, 
as has been formerly obferved. Thefe points are 
clearly evinced by the authors here referred to, as 
well as others, that might, with equal facility, be 
produced. As for the elements QkM, they very 
probably reprefented the fy liable MER; nothing 
being more common than the fuppreflion of a vowel 
between two confonants, in antient Etrufcan words, 
as I have elfe where demonftratively proved (4). To 
the inftances there mentioned I might add many 

(2) Anton, Francifc. Gor. Muf. Etrufc* Vol, II. p. 414, 
415. PhilofopL TranfaSl. Vol. Lll. Par. 1, p. 28— -jg. 

X'i) Philofoph. Tranfaa. ubi fup. & Vol. LI. Par. 11. p. 853 
— 865. Anton. Francifc. Gor. ubi fup. & alib. Sig. Olivier, 
in Sag. diX>iJJirta%. di Corton. Tom. II. p. 49 — 73. & Tom. IV, 
p. 133 — 149. Philofoph. TranfaSf* Vol. Lll. Par. I. p* 34, 35. 
Lond. 1762# 

(4) Philofoph. Tranfaa. Vol. LXL p. 85, 86, %^. 

others, 



others, were it in any manner neeeflary. But as 
this is not the cafe, it will be fuffieient to refer to 
the paper (5) wherein the former inftances are con* 
tained, 

III. 

That the Samnite letters QUI ftood (*) for the word 
MERRISS, or MERRIX, ufed at Herculaneum, 
and the neighbouring part of Campania, for MED- 
DIX, denoting the chief magiHrate of the Ofcans 
and Samnites, as we learn from Enoius (6) and 
Feftus (7), will not be denied, as I apprehend, by 

(5) Philofopk Tranfaff* ubi fup. 

{^) The Samnites and Etrufcans by a Tingle fyllable not fel- 

dom expreffed a whole word on their coins. Thus for f^MV 4, 
LVNA, we find H V 4^ L VN, or V 4 9 L V, on the pieces ftmck 
in the city of LVNA ; VT, TV, for TVTERE, on thofe of 
TVDER, or TODI5 PI4T5 TLA, for TELAMON, on the 
medals attributed to the city going under that name, at prefent 

called TELAMONE ; lf\^J FAI, on thofe of FMSVLM, 
now denominated FIESOLE, to omit many other fiinilar in- 
ftances that occur* And as the Romans on their confuiar coins 
exhibited COS for CONS VL, DICT for DICTATOR, &c. 

the Samnites and Ofcans on their medals probably ufed QVMf 
MR, or MER, for MERRISS, or MEDDIX, the fupreme 
magiftrate, or rather one of the two fupreme magiftrates, of the 
city, or country, where the pieces I am confidering were ftruck* 
Hence it feems to appear, that the Romans borrowed the fliort 
manner of writing here mentioned either of the Samnites, the Of- 
cans, or the proper Etrufcans, Sag. Dijfertaz. di Corton. Tom. 11. 
p. 53. 41. Phihf.Tranfaif. Voh LIV. p. lOQ* 103. UnaLettera 
Ji Sig. Mat. Barthelmy rfi Annibale degli Abati Oliveri, &g. 
p. 4 J. In Pefaro, 1757. 

(6) Ennii fragm, in ^««^/. viii. Vid. etiam not. Francifc. 
Heflelii in loc. p. 147, 148. Amftelodami, 1707. 

(7) Feft. in voc. Meddix. 

Vol. LXIII. E any 
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any one who has read what has been advanced ofl 
this head by Sig. Avvocato (8) Pafferi. This magi* 
ftrate is ealied (*) Meddixtuticus by (9) Livy. NI, 
LVFIUS, or LVVIVS, therefore, feems not to 
have been one of the Italian generals in the Social 
War, as (10) I formerly fuppofed, but one of the 
chief magiftrates either of the Ofcansor the Samnites^ 
coeval with that war 1 there having (11) been two 
fuch magiftrates, anfwering to the two Roman 
Confuls, and the two Carthaginian SufFetes, in 
both thofe nations. That D inverted^ Q, amongft 
the antient Etrufcans, and the Samnites, had the 
power of R, whence it came to pafs that thefc 
two elements were looked upon as nearly related 
to each other, and R not infrequently ufed for D, 
we learn from the (12) famous Matthaeus\^gyptius 
and Father (13) Gori. We are not therefore to be- 

(8) Joan. Baptift. Pafler, Pifaurenf. Jmmal Sacr. Menf, 
Hercuhnenf m Symbol LitUraK &c» VoU 1. p. 209, 2 10, Flo- 
rentise, 1748. 

(*) The Meddixtuticus, or Mediaftuticus, of Livy feems to 
be formed of the two Samnite-Etrufcan words 2 2[QC13{44, 
or E>il-aaiM^, ZKtT:iVT, MERRISS, MERRICKS, 
or MEDDIX, TVFTICKS, or TVTICKS, notTVCTICKsI 
as Sig. Pafferi has written and pronounced it 5 both which words 
feem to denote the (upremQ magiftrate^ or rather one of the two. 
fnpreme magiftrates, amongft theOfcans atod tbcSamnites. Paffer.. 
ubi flip. p. aiQ — 2I3, 

(9) Li¥. Lib. xxvi. c. 6. 

(10) PhikfopKTranfa^. Vol. LVIIL P. 258., 

( 1 1 ) Jo. Bapt. Pafler. Pifaurenf. ubi fup. 

{12) Matthaeas iEgypt. in Explkat.^ fi. C* Rmamr. de Bm^ 
ihami ig. 148,149. Neapoli, 1729/ 

(13) Anton. Francifc. Gor. Muf, Eimfc. VoLIL f. 41%^ 
413. Florentine, 1737. 

•ized 




furprized that MERRISS, MERRIX, and MED- 
DIX, fhould be confidered as the fame word, or at 
leaft as words of the fame fignification, hy the cele- 
brated Sig. (K4) Giovanni Battifta Pafleri ; who has 
fet the point I am now upon, as well as every thing 
he has advanced relative to it, in the ftrongeft and 
cleareft light. 

IV. 

That the Luvian, or Lufian, family was fettled 
in that part of Campania polTefled by the Ofcans 
and Samnites, or at leaft almoft contiguous to it, may 
be deemed highly probable, from the following in- 
fcription (15), found near Venafro, the antient Ve- 
natrum, at no very great diftance from Hcrcula- 
neum, where the word MERRISS, or MERRIX, 
for MEDDIX, was antiently ufed, and now to be 
feen near that city (16). 

LVVIA M. F. POSTVMA 
SIGNVM. ET BASIM. D. 
IVNONI. REG. SACRVM. 

Whence, in conjunction with what has been al- 
ready obferved, we may conclude, that the coins 
I have been offering my thoughts upon may be pre- 
fumed to have made their firit appearance amongft 
either the Samnites or the Ofcans, probably the for- 
mer, fettled in a part of Campania, at no very great 
diftance from Herculaneum 5 and that Ni. Lu- 

(14) J, Bapt. Paffer. Pifaurenf. ubi fup. 

(15) Ludovic. Anton* Murator. Thefawweter. infcript. &c. 
Tom. L P, xvi. n. 4. Mediolani, 1739. 

(16) Idem ibid. 

E 2^ vius, 
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Vius, or Lufius, was the Merrifs, Merrix, or Med- 
dix, or at leaft one of the two magiftrates going under 
that denomination, of the city, if not the whole 
country, where it was ftruck. 

V. 

With regard to the year, as well as the place, 
wherein the medals in view firft appeared, neither 
the one nor the other can, with precifion, be afcer- 
tained ; though the Latin A on one fide of my de- 
narius and the Etrufcan fl on the reverfe, in the 
exergue, feem to point at the initial letter of the 
name of the place where they were ftruck. And 
that this operation happened about the time of the 
Social War, we may pronounce highly probable, 
from the agreement of thefc denarii in moft particu- 
lars with other Samnite coins, undoubtedly ftruck 
not long after (*) the commencement of that 
war. 

It would be wholly unnecefTary, and altogether 
immaterial, to mention the different explications of 
the fymbol on the reverfes of thefe medals, offered 
by feveral learned men, here ; as fcarce any of 
them feems to be perfeftly agreeable to truth, or to 
be fuch as may be abfolutely depended upon. I 
(hall therefore content myfelf with obferving, that 
fome light is thrown upon this intricate fubjedt 

(*) This feems likewife, from what has been already ob- 
ferved in a former paper, pretty clearly to appear. Pbikfopb. 
Tranfacf. Vol. LVIII. p. 256, t^^. 

by 
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by a curious paffage in (17) Straboj that the two 
writers who have handled this matter in the moft co- 
pious, and learned, manner are Sig. (i8)Bianconi 
and (19) M. Pellerin ; that the medals I have been 
coniidering have notified to us the. civil office, or 
dignity, of Ni. Luvius, or Lufius, as fomc other 
fimilar Samnite denarii have done the military 
poft of (20) Papius Mutilus ; and that the name of 
the Lufian family has never yet appeared, as I ap- 
prehend, on any other ancient coins, I fhall only 
beg leave to add, that I remain, with all poffible 
confideration and cfteem, 

S I R, 

Your moft obliged, 

and moft obedient, 

humble fervant, 

Chrift-Ghurcb, Oxon. Tin • 

June 18, 1772- John Swmton. 



(17) Strab. G^^^r. Lib.y. p. 250. LutetlaeParifiorum, 1620. 

(18) Joan. Bapt. Biancon. de Prifc. Hebraor. et Gram\ Lit. 
LibeL p. *j^^ Bononiae, 1748. 

(19) Supplem* aux Recueiis des Medailh p. ii, 12. A Paris, 
1765. 

{20) Philo/opLTrmfaSi. Vol. LT. Par.IL p. 857. Vol. Lfl. 
Par. I. p. 28~39. & Vol. LIX, p. 432-- 444. Lend. 1769. 
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